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European colonization 
 

Romantic 
Painting of 
Christopher

 Columbus
 arriving to the 

America  

Brazil , 
formerly a 
colony of 
Portugal , 
features 
Portuguese 
architecture 
(street in 
Paraty ). 

 



Indipendence  
 

Simón Bolívar, Liberator 
of Venezuela , Colombia , 
Ecuador , Bolivia , Peru  
and Panama  

Don Miguel Hidalgo y 
Costilla , Mexico . 

José de San Martín, 
Argentina , Chile  and             
                         P eru . 



19 th Century  

 

British
 

F rench
 

United states  

Monroe 
Doctrine(1823)  
Mexican –
American War 
(1846 – 48)  

The Battle of 
Puebla ( 1862)

 

T he Panama Canal

 

Roads and railroads

 

World wars 
(1914 –45)  
Cold War  
(1946 –90)  
 

Liberalism  Conservatism  

 



The politics of inequality and redistribution in Latin America 

Market reforms and rising inequality: the 1980s and 1990s  

Import substitution industrialization (ISI)  
 

D id not suffice  

lifted price controls and subsidies  

privatized state -owned industries and public utilities  

slashed tariffs  

deregulated labour, capital and foreign exchange markets 



The politics of inequality and redistribution in Latin America 

Democracy and the repoliticization of inequality 

T he political dynamics shifted  

Decline of labour  unions  

The failure of market  1. Through an outbreak of 
social protests  

2.  Through the unprecedented 
election of 15 different left -
leaning presidents  

The leftist electoral gains   



Cathedral of Basilia 1970
Oscar Niemeyer

Brasilia
The Cathedral of Brasília is the Roman Catholic 
cathedral serving Brasília, Brazil, and serves as 

the seat of the Archdiocese of Brasília. It was 
designed by Oscar Niemeyer, and was completed 
and dedicated on May 31, 1970. The cathedral is 

a hyperboloid structure constructed from 16 
concrete columns, weighing 90 tons each.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathe-
dral_of_Bras%C3%ADlia

National Congress of Brasil 1960
Oscar Niemeyer
Brasilia
Since the 1960s, the National Congress has been 
located in Brasília. As with most of the city's 
government buildings, the National Congress 
building was designed by Oscar Niemeyer in the 
modern Brazilian style.
The semi-sphere on the left is the seat of the 
Senate, and the semi-sphere on the right is the 
seat of the Chamber of the Deputies. Between 
them are two vertical office towers. The Congress 
also occupies other surrounding office buildings, 
some of them interconnected by a tunnel.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natio-
nal_Congress_of_Brazil

Palacio do Planalto 1960
Oscar Niemeyer

Brasilia
The Palácio do Planalto is the official work-

place of the President of Brazil. It is located in 
the national capital of Brasília.It has been the 

workplace of every Brazilian president since 
Juscelino Kubitschek. It is one of the official 

palaces of the Presidency, along with the  
Palácio  da Alvorada, the official residence. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pal%C3%A1-

cio_do_Planalto

Oscar Niemeyer

After World War 2, he became an idealist and also established reputation as an architect.
Eventually, he joined a communist party, and became a enthusiastic communist in 1945.
According to Oscar Niemeyer's memoirs(The curves of Time, Page 70, in 2000)in 1956, Kubitschek, the 
president of Brasil said to Oscar Niemeyer that "I want to make a new capital city and I need your help." 
The construction was started in 1956, and in 1960 it was finished and it just takes 4 years.
During this period, Oscar Niemeyer designed almost every public buildings in Brasilia.
All of the apartment in Brasilia were n ationalized and goverment leased those houses and also goverment 
didn't make special area for the rich.
Like this, Brasilia have an authoritarian and monolithic socialism. 
Those people called Brasilia as a "The city which is uncomfortable for people to live."
Also, because of movement of the capital, Brasil which could be the developed country fell down to the 
underdeveloped country. 
After this event, a military coup occured and political unrest was continued.
http://blog.naver.com/yoookhms/120062390898



Transparency
 

“The accessibility of information in the fields concerning 
public opinion”

Measured with publics surveys : which  level of structure 
and transparency in :

 - Political parties
 - Executive branch
 - Legislative Power

 - Judicial Power
 - Police

Transparency international 2013



Transparency International

 Latin America : 
• Uruguay the best score (19th)
• Chile (22nd )

• Venezuela, the worse (160th)

1. Political parties

2. Legislative and judicial 

branches

3. Policy 

Many new transparency and anti-corruption regulations, but with minimal effect…



Context
Brazil is the first economical power
After Argentina is far behind with to Colombia
Argentina and Chile continu growi ng

After the industrial revolution, South America grown up very fast, may be to fast. The speed of the city was 
to fast considering the government in place, nowaday, all the big city suffer of the same troubles.
Capitalisme was to strong in this developping period and also corruption was quiete in every governement, 
the gap of poverty is really revelant in those Capitals.
The main city have known a lot of new touristic comers last years, but they mees to much infrastructur, 
transport, urban planning and energy plans.
But actualy South America in the last years mean also a lot of hope, especialy in Chile, Colombia or Argen-
tina.
To have some exemple of witch direction could take the city let’s have a look on the revelants exemple of 
smart city.

Mexico City
Also autosharing 

Focus on technologie especialy on 
smog fighting construction

Bogota
Biggest network of fast bus, but also cycleway and 
cycleshare but also anouncment by the governe-

ment for new subway

Rio de Janero
Fist Brasilian city even if Brazil is the most economical 

powarfull citty.
Considering olypinc games of 2016, the city is like other 

using capitals to make the city smarter.
They try to change what they did bad before, especialy 

concerning favelas, watching, technologie help to 
identified the risky point etc...

Santiago
Polution problems especialy is rank one of the 

smartest city. Also composed of 38 community and 
38 mayor.

Chilli Less corruption
Lesss inflation and stable economi

A lot of event concerning futur of the city
Bikesharing, electric cars, autoshare

New system of control for trafic

Curibita
Inventor of fast bus

most green city because of its park, made to 
absorbe water 

Buenos AIres
Investing old part of the city with art, design technolo-

gie, medicin and entertainment.
But opposit of Santiago, new movement came a lot 

against the governements.

http://www.fastcoexist.com/3022533/the-8-smartest-cities-in-latin-america#3



Oscar Niemeyer

After World War 2, he became an idealist and also established reputation as an architect.
Eventually, he joined a communist party, and became a enthusiastic communist in 1945.
According to Oscar Niemeyer's memoirs(The curves of Time, Page 70, in 2000)in 1956, Kubitschek, the 
president of Brasil said to Oscar Niemeyer that "I want to make a new capital city and I need your help." 
The construction was started in 1956, and in 1960 it was finished and it just takes 4 years.
During this period, Oscar Niemeyer designed almost every public buildings in Brasilia.
All of the apartment in Brasilia were n ationalized and goverment leased those houses and also goverment 
didn't make special area for the rich.
Like this, Brasilia have an authoritarian and monolithic socialism. 
Those people called Brasilia as a "The city which is uncomfortable for people to live."
Also, because of movement of the capital, Brasil which could be the developed country fell down to the 
underdeveloped country. 
After this event, a military coup occured and political unrest was continued.

Favelas

 -  Narrow street

 -  Huge stairs

 - Lack of infrastructure : water, electricity, heating

 - Lack of transportation

 - Drugs traffic

 - Criminality 

Poor citizens are pushed away from the city and forced to live 
in the far suburbs.

Enhance during the 1970s due to rural exodus



Morro da Providência

Brazil

WHEN ARE WE GOING TO RECOGNISE THAT FAVELAS ARE NOT AN ABERRATION BUT THE PRIMARY URBAN CONDITION?

THE FAVELAS ARE NOT A PROBLEM OF URBANITY BUT THE SOLUTION



BARRIADAS / VILLAS MISERIA 

Lima/Argentina

85 PERCENT OF THE HOUSING IN LATIN AMERICA



Buenos AIres
Investing old part of the city with art, design technolo-

gie, medicin and entertainment.
But opposit of Santiago, new movement came a lot 

against the governements.

CITY OF GOD

1960S MASS HOUSEBUILDING PROGRAM TO ERRADICATE FAVELAS

Brazil



CONJUNTO PIEDRABUENA

ONE TIME SPENDING, NOT LONG-TERM INVESTMENT

Buenos Aires



ATTEMPS TO SOLVE THE CITY’S HOUSING PROBLEMS 

PREVI / TUPAC AMARUS

Lima/Argentina



ALEMAÇAO

Brazil

FAVELA BARRIO: FROM SLUMS TO NEIGHBOURHOODS



FAVELA MACARAO IMPROVEMENT

Brazil



David’s tower (Venezuela)

1990 : beginning of construction

1994 : Venezuelan banking crisis

2007 : squatters

Design for poverty : 

ARAVENA A., 

Masterplan for rebuilding a resilient coastline, 

Constitución (CHILE)

Villa Verde Housing ELEMENTAL Quinta Monroy (CHILE) Lo Espejo (CHILE)



VELEZ A. E., 
Urbanizacion Canaveral (COLOMBIA)
Urbanizacion La Playa (COLOMBIA)

HIGUERA+SANCHEZ : Brazil 44 (MEXICO)

LEON A., Teatina-Quincha shelter (PERU)

Urbanizacion Canaveral (COLOMBIA)



Different logic
 

In one way, country knew a big exponation, meesing infrastructures, the big 
cities grown up very fast at the expense of a good balance for a lot of them.  

It create a capitalist logic and enlarge the gap between poor and rich.
So we can see in this opposit way of thinking with eco-village that it’s a direct 
response of the situation in this continent, like an overflow of troubles link to 

the economical and political situation. 
We can also note that eco-village in south-america are very develloped 

proportionaly to the problems encontered in the country, and also because 
they have the possibility to do it. (thinking about other problematics systems 

of country that havn’t this opportunity)
 

Compairing those two models

Almost all of the consequences it bring are also opposed, considering média transparency, one 
want opacity, the other want visibility, or reputation, one is fight and contested and the other is 
growing up more and more.
Anyway it’s easy to understand that this new system ( eco-vilage,late 20th century) is a reaction 
against a system that didn’t work anymore for those partisants, for me it’s a kind of brutal rejec-
tion.
But in fact we can also consider that it’s one of the older system adapted to new tools and 
network facility.
In conclusion, it’s a parralel non-profit organisation in south America like the negative side of the 
global capitalism situation of south america.
It create a fully new network communicating all around South America


